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MEDIA RELEASE 

 
Cultural Bridges 2015 
Multiculturalism starts with us 

 

An event bridging culture at a space where multiculturalism incubated in the 1980s 
Organisers of the Cultural Bridges 2015 Event are taking a stand at a time when multicultural 

race relations are once again under challenge with an offering of intergenerational stories 

through performances from Asia, Africa, Eastern Europe, Latin America and the Middle East on 6 

May 2015. 

 

Event organiser Community & Cultural Connections Inc (CCCI) is hosting a mini multicultural 

festival in Inner west Sydney to celebrate seniors and families coming together from Africa, 

Vietnam, Greece, Egypt, Bangladesh, Latin America, the South Pacific and many other 

countries. 

 

The cultural showcase and exchange is taking place at the Addison Road Community Centre 

(ARCC), the old army barracks turned community centre in Marrickville, which was a significant 

hub of multiculturalism in Sydney in the 1980s. 

 

CCCI Executive Officer Vi Pham says the event is held at a most appropriate time: 

“At a time when race and race relations are once again a topic of heated debate in Australia, 

the not -for- profit Addison Road Community Centre is being turned into a sanctuary for cultural 

performances and exchanges. ARCC continues to celebrate the harmony and integration it has 

fostered since its inception.”   

 

CCCI helps those seniors, people with a disability and their carers to lead an active life and 

continue to live independently in their homes and contribute to the community. CCCI 

provides centre-based day care programs, social inclusion, support and activities, and 

educational, information and advocacy services.   CCCI prides itself on working with members 

of the Vietnamese community, with Arabic community members from Palestine, Syria, Lebanon, 

Egypt and Sudan, and recently with Spanish speaking residents from Chile and Uruguay. 

  

CCCI Volunteer Master Huynh from the Vietnamese community holds regular Tai chi sessions for 

local seniors. Attendance is usually booked well in advance due to its wide popularity. 

Marrickville Council named him 2014 Senior Citizen of the Year in recognition of his work. 

 

CCCI Chairperson Sylvia Hale says the event is being held in partnership with ‘Community A Fair’ 

which is held monthly at the Centre. “Cultural Bridges 2015 is the kind of event that allows the 

community to learn about local resources and support services. But, even more importantly, it’s 
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an opportunity to exchange ideas and engage with people of culturally and linguistically 

diverse backgrounds in nearby areas. 

 

“CCCI, which began life over 40 years ago as the May Murray Neighbourhood Centre, is now 

permanently established at Addison Road and is proud to be at the very heart of multicultural 

activities in the inner west.” 

 

The Event is to be held on: Wednesday, 6 May 2015, 11 am-2pm 

At the Gumbramorra Hall, Addison Rd Community Centre, 142 Addison Rd, Marrickville, NSW 

2204 

 

For further details & MEDIA queries:  contact Annamarie Reyes - Services Development 

Officer  0418 641 850   admin.exec@ccci.org.au AND cccimarrickville@gmail.com 
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